SYMBOL ASSESSMENT

Collect 10-15 objects with which the student is familiar; involve the family to make sure objects are familiar (cup, glove, shoe, etc.)

Assemble sets of symbols (see symbol hierarchy description below) corresponding to the objects (e.g. identical and non-identical objects, color and black and white photos, PCS (2”x2”), printed words (44 font).

Receptive Language Format

The following object level assessment will determine if assessment can continue with symbols that are more abstract.  If the student is not able to successfully indicate the object named than s/he will not be able to do successive levels with more abstract symbols.

1.  Present two objects to the student.  Assessor says:  “Give me/point to/look at (object)

2.  Record responses on attached sheet.

3.  Continue to present more abstract symbols using the following symbol hierarchy.

SYMBOL HIERARCHY

In general, symbol iconicity (guessability) can be arranged as follows (from transparent to opaque):

Objects (visual or tactile)

Remnants(coupons, logos, tickets, etc.)/color photos

Black & white photos

Miniature objects

PCS symbols (and other line drawing symbols)

Manual signs that are not pantomimes

Blissymbols

Letters, words (includes Braille, Morse code)

If student is not successful indicating named symbols then the Visual Matching format should be attempted.  The Visual Matching format removes the language component and expects the student only to identify and match an object to successively more abstract symbols.

Adapted by BCommers from Pat Miranda,  Presentation: “Autism and Augmentative Communication:  from Practice to Research”, (2004).

VISUAL MATCHING FORMAT

If the student is not able to accomplish the Receptive Language format, then proceed with the Visual Matching  format.

TRAIN:

Object-Object matching

Select two familiar objects; gather two each of both objects(i.e. two cups/two balls)

Hold up one object

Hold up the other identical object, plus one foil

Pantomine for student to touch/point/look at identical object.

Student must perform at 90-100% accuracy (i.e. 18/20 trials).

Object-Photo matching

Select two familiar objects and two photos of the objects.

Hold up one object.

Hold up a photo of the object, plus a photo of the foil object.

Pantomine for the student to touch/point/look at photo of object.

Student must perform at 90-100% accuracy (i.e. 18/20 trials).

Once object-photo matching is accurate with training items, proceed to assess untrained items.  

VISUAL MATCHING ASSESSMENT

Begin the assessment with objects the student has not seen.

Present one object to the student.

Place two objects, one of which corresponds to the target object, on the table and ask/pantomime for the student to “find the same/match it/ give me one like this”.

Assess how high in the symbol hierarchy (objects-printed word) the student is able to match.  Expect 85% accuracy across 12 items.

Assess in a quiet and noisy environment over a couple of days.  

Rule:  Use the highest order symbol that the student can associate with a referrant with at least 75% accuracy for AAC intervention.  

Adapted by BCommers from Pat Miranda,  Presentation: “Autism and Augmentative Communication:  from Practice to Research”, (2004).
